White Paper

Either:

= present a policy proposal for improving a specific aspect of
regional natural resource management by using information
about current and/or future patterns of PNW climate, or

= Critique an existing or proposed regional policy, based on its
compatibility with current understanding of the impacts of climate
variability and/or change on the resource.

Assess and describe the utility of using one or more of the following
types of climate information:

= Seasonal to interannual climate forecasts,

= current understanding of range of regional natural climate
variability, and/or

= projected anthropogenic climate change.




Format & Content

= Aim your paper directly at the people who could
make the change you propose — remember that this
IS a policy proposal.*

= Include a discussion of the following elements and
the interaction among them:

o The natural/environmental context
o The economic context*
o The institutional/legal context*

= Be sure to provide examples of how specific climate
forecasts or climate change projections could be
applied.

* Requires “defining the users/clients and understanding their
perspective” (Jacobs)



‘ Questions we’ll be asking as we read your

paper

What is the policy/management problem that using climate
Information will improve?

= What specific course of action is being proposed?

= Why should the reader believe that the proposed course of
action is viable, given the “real world context” (economic and
Institutional realities) of the policy/management issue?*

= What barriers must be overcome before the proposed
Improved use of climate information is possible? How do you
propose to overcome them?

= What are the risks of following your proposed course of
action?

* Think about Jacob’s conditions for providing useful services/products.




‘ Important Dates

Jan 18 Group assignments,
Start-up workshop

Jan 4-29 Meet with Nate & Amy to discuss
potential topic(s)

Jan 30 Proposal Due

Feb 12-15 Out of class white paper meetings
with Nate & Amy

March 6, 8 In-class presentations

March 14, Noon |Final paper & self/peer evaluation
due




‘ Group Start-Up

= Lessons from experience...
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@ catalyst
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ShareSpaces

weh Tools > ShareSpaces

Create a convenient online space to share files with your friends and
colleagues,

Ready to get started?
Log in to ShareSpaces
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Easily share files online

Whether showing off the latest cut on your new video or writing a group
paper, use ShareSpaces to share files with your group, Just log in to your
Catalyst account to access the shared space.

Support group work
Easily share files amongst group members, Download a file, make changes,
and then upload the new versian,

Control access
Designate who has access to the shared st

ShareSpaces Resources

ShareSpaces Help Center
Haow-to docurnentation and rmoare,

Freguently Asked Questions
Howe long will my shared space he
availahle?

Indefinitely (with a current LW
MetID), or until you delete it

Who has access to ShareSpaces?
ShareSpaces can be used by anyone
with an active Uw MetID. However,
vou can anly share files that are
stored in a WebFiles account,
wiebFiles was funded by the Student
Tech Fee Committes and is currently
only available to tech fee-paying
students.

Will YWebFiles be made available to
W faculty and staff?

Yes, Computing & Communications is
currently worling to provide WwebFiles
to faculty and staff, but has not
announced a specific timelineg,

http://catalyst.washington.edu/web_tools/sharespaces.html



‘ Group Start-Up: ID challenges

= Different languages, vocabularies & standards of
knowing
o Allocate effort & time for clear communication
o Invest strongly in problem definition early in the project

= Biases and prejudices that accompany disciplinary
training
o Self-awareness & respect for/willingness to learn about
other methods/approaches

Nicholson et al. 2002. Ten heuristics for interdisciplinary modeling
projects. Ecosystems 5: 376-384.

Lele and Norgaard. 2005. Practicing interdisciplinarity. BioScience
55: 967-975.




